
^QECNC 
european centre for nature conservation 

CONTRACT OF COOPERATION 

[ECNC reference: CPA3-38] 

ECNC-European Centre for Nature Conservation, hereinafter called "ECNC" or "the Contractor", 
represented by Mr A.R. Wolters, Executive Director, whose registered office is situated at Reitseplein 
3, 5037 AA Tilburg, The Netherlands 

and 

the Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Science, hereinafter called "ILE-SAS", or 
"the Beneficiary", represented by Dr Zita Izakovicova, Director, whose registered office is situated at 
Stefanikova 3, 814 99 Bratislava, Slovakia 

have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 - Subject 

The Beneficiary, under the coordination of ECNC, shall contribute to the following project in 
cooperation with ECNC, Network partners of ECNC and other partners as mentioned in the project 
outline: 

"New Biogeographic Process: Technical and scientific support in relation to the 
Natura 2000 seminars process" 

YEAR 2 

The Beneficiary acknowledges that the project will be implemented for the European Union, 
represented by the European Commission, which is represented for the purposes of this contract by 
Ms Pia Bucella, Director of Directorate B - Nature, Biodiversity and Land Use, hereinafter called "the 
Client" and accepts the consequences of this contract. 

Annex 1: "Project proposal" describes the project outline, which serves as the framework for this 
contract. It describes the specific role and tasks of the Contractor and the Beneficiary, deliverables 
and time schedule. Annex 1 forms an integral part of this contract. 

Article 2 - Duration 

1. The contract shall enter into force on the date of signature and shall expire upon completion of 
the work undertaken by the Beneficiary as specified in the description of the project outline and 
the terms of reference in Annex 1. The duration of the tasks shall not exceed 12 months after 
13th of December 2012 unless a written request for extension of the duration of tasks has been 
received by the Commission and written permission has been given by the Commission. 

2. This contract shall be duly signed by the Beneficiary and returned to ECNC within 30 days of 
receipt. If the agreement is not returned within this time limit, ECNC reserves the right to deem 
that the Beneficiary renounces the contract. 

Article 3 - Payment 

1. For the activities as mentioned in Annex 1 to this contract the amount of maximum 21,650.00 
Euro (incl. VAT) (twenty-one thousand six hundred fifty euro) is allocated to the Beneficiary. This 
amount includes all consultancy fees and travel costs to be made by the Beneficiary. 

2. Payment from ECNC to the Beneficiary will be effected on presentation of payment 
requests/invoices to be presented as follows: 

• 30 % - as an interim payment, upon delivery of an interim report and approval by the Client 
of the interim report; (see sub 3) 
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• 30 % - as an interim payment, upon delivery at the end of the contract period of the final 

report by the Client.; (see sub 3) 

• 40 % - the balance at the end of the contract period and after approval of the final report by 

the Client, (see sub 3) 

3. ECNC will in principle pay within 60 (sixty) days after receipt of the payment request invoice. 
However, the Beneficiary agrees that payments shall be made by ECNC after receipt by ECNC of 
each of the payments of the Client of the project. The invoices of the Beneficiary will be stated in 
Euro. 

4. This payment period may be suspended by the Contractor if it informs the Beneficiary, at any 
time within the period of 60 (sixty) calendar days counting from the date on which the invoice is 
first registered, that this invoice is not admissible either because the amount is not due or 
because the necessary supporting documents have not been produced or if the Contractor sees 
the need for further checks of the quality of the products delivered. The payment period shall 
continue to run from the date on which the properly established invoice is registered. 

5. ECNC reserves the right to refuse to make any payment if the services agreed upon were not 
delivered in time, according to the project description and time schedule as presented in Annex 1, 
or if the services delivered are not of sufficient quality. 

6. Payments shall be made to: 

Account no.: 7000009488/8180 
Account holder: Ustav krajinnej Ekologie SAV 
Bank name and address: Statna pokladnica, Radlinskeho 32, 810 05 Bratislava 15, Slovakia 
IBAN code: SK30 8180 0000 0070 0000 9488 
BIC: SUBASKBX 

Article 4 - The Ownership and Exploitation of Results / Intellectual rights 

1. The Beneficiary cedes to ECNC the exclusive right to reproduce and publish, or to have 
reproduced and published, in whatever form, in whatever language, and in whatever country, 
texts and products prepared in the framework of this contract and submitted by the Beneficiary 
under this contract. The Beneficiary accepts the consequence that as a result of this, the 
Beneficiary shall not divulge or publish results arising from the contract without the prior 
agreement of ECNC. 
In the case that text or products that are submitted are the result of prior activities of the 
Beneficiary under other contracts, the rights to reproduce and publish the original text or product 
will remain with the Beneficiary. 

2. The Beneficiary declares that it is the rightful owner of the intellectual property rights to all 
products supplied by virtue of the orders signed in the context of this contract. If intellectual 
rights are the property of third parties, the Beneficiary shall request those third parties to confirm 
to the Contractor, in writing, that the Beneficiary is indeed entitled to use these products in 
accordance with the terms of the present contract. 

3. The copyright/intellectual property rights of data gathered by the Beneficiary in the framework of 
this contract from various sources remain with the original owner of the data, be it the 
Beneficiary or a third party. The source of the data will be duly acknowledged in the publication 
arising from the research. The Beneficiary shall request third parties to confirm to the Contractor, 
in writing, that the Beneficiary is indeed entitled to use these data in accordance with the terms 
of the present contract. 
In case this confirmation is not arranged and/or disagreement will arise concerning the use of 
these data in the framework of the project, the Beneficiary will be held liable and shall indemnify 
the Contractor against any infringement proceedings. 
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4. From the reception date, the Contractor has the complete rights to use and re-sell the documents 
and products prepared under this contract and delivered by the Beneficiary, without any 
restriction; without prejudice of the contractual rights of the Client of the project. 

5. The Contractor will clearly refer and give due credit, in presentations, promotions and discussions 
of the products of this work to the producer of the products, being the Beneficiary or any other 
third party holding intellectual property rights on the products. 

6. When the service provision involves the use of a patent, of a usefulness certificate, of a 
trademark or trade, design or industrial model belonging to a third party, the Beneficiary shall 
indemnify the Contractor against any infringement proceedings. 

7. Any documents and other information carriers needed for the publication of the end results 
collected in support of the activities under the current contract will be delivered to the Contractor 
together with the contractual deliverables. 

Article 5 - Non-performance or delayed performance 

Each party is obliged to inform the other party, with the relevant details, of any event that is liable to 
prejudice or delay the performance of this contract. The parties concerned shall agree together 
on the measures to be taken or abide by terms of art. 6 and art. 15. 

Article 6 - Force majeure 

1. If the performance of this contract is prevented or restricted by force majeure, the party so 
affected shall be released (for the duration of the force majeure or such other period agreed 
between the parties) from its contractual obligations directly affected by the force majeure, 
provided that the concerned party shall: 
• give prompt notice to the other party; 
• use all reasonable endeavours to avoid or remove such causes of non-performance; 
• continue the performance as soon as such causes are removed. 

2. Force majeure shall mean an occurrence beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of 
the party affected and which the said party is unable to prevent. 

3. Force majeure, however, shall not include lack of personnel, illness, strikes, poor performance of 
the party, late delivery of equipment or materials, bankruptcy or insolvency. 

Article 7 - Liability 

Each party shall exempt the other party from any civil liability for damage suffered by it or its staff in 
connection with the execution of this contract, in so far as such damage is not due to serious or 
intentional misconduct on the part of the other party or its staff. 

Article 8 - Taxation Provisions 

The total amount for the maximum contribution mentioned in art. 3 includes Value Added Tax. 

Article 9 - Security and confidentiality 

The Beneficiary agrees to comply with all the security and confidentiality rules applicable to service 
contracts awarded by the Client. 

Article 10 - Assignment and services of third parties 

1. The Beneficiary shall not, without the prior and express approval of the Contractor, assign the 
rights and obligations arising out of this contract in whole or in part, nor subcontract any part of 
this contract, nor cause it to be performed in fact by third parties. 
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2. Even where there is the authorisation of the Contractor to subcontract or in the case referred to 
in the paragraph 1 the Beneficiary will bear the whole responsibility and remain bound by the 
obligations of this contract. 

Article 11 - Loyal cooperation 

1. The Beneficiary shall keep the Contractor informed about all its contacts, meetings and 
correspondence with the Client of the project and related bodies pertinent to this contract. 

2. The Beneficiary acknowledges that only the Contractor is entitled to discuss and to plan with the 
Client of the project and related bodies issues related to the content of the work to be done under 
the present contract. 

3. The Contractor will, without delay, inform the Beneficiary about any information that is obtained 
in communication with the Client of the project that will have consequences of any kind for the 
implementation of the tasks to be performed by the Beneficiary under this contract. 

Article 12 - Termination 

1. The Beneficiary shall not be able to terminate of its own volition all, or part, of the contract. 

2. This contract will be terminated if the Client of the project will terminate the contract related to 
the project under which the specific agreement is signed. 

3. The Contractor can terminate of its own volition and with justified reason, by registered mail, the 
whole contract or a specific deliverable; the Beneficiary will be paid for the work already 
performed and will deliver all the pertinent products and documentation. 

4. The Contractor can terminate, by a registered mail, the whole contract or a specific deliverable, 
in full and without compensation, in the event of a substantial failure by the Beneficiary to fulfil 
the obligations agreed: 
• when the delay in completing a task is greater than 10 (ten) weeks; 
• when the Beneficiary does not start the actions required to deliver on time the required 

documents and/or products, and/or the Beneficiary does not start the implementation of the 
services, as specified in the annex, within 15 (fifteen) days of the signature of this order. 

Article 13 - Arbitration 

The law of the Netherlands shall govern this contract which shall enter into force only after the last 
signature of the contracting parties. 

All disputes or differences arising in connection with this agreement which cannot be amicably settled 
between the Parties shall be finally settled through Arbitration. The Arbitration shall be conducted in 
the English language and each Party shall bear its own expenses and an equal portion of any joint 
expenses, including the fees and the expenses of the arbitrators. The arbitration proceedings shall be 
held in the Netherlands. 

Article 14 - General conditions 

1. This contract (including Annex 1) is drawn up in English and all documents, notices and meetings 
related to this contract shall be in English. 

2. Any notice or communication in connection herewith shall be deemed to have been sufficiently 
given or served if sent by registered mail to the address of the Party concerned. The address of 
each Party is recorded in this contract. 
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Article 15 - Completeness 

2. 

This contract (including any annexes) constitutes the entire general contract between the Parties 
in respect to the contract as per art. 1, and supersedes all previous negotiations, commitments 
and writings concerning the contract. 

Amendments or changes to this agreement shall be valid only if made in writing and signed by an 
authorised representative of each Party. 

Article 16 - Reporting 

1. The Beneficiary will deliver reports on the activities in progress as agreed upon in the terms of 
reference and, in general, any information requested for the management and planning of the 
project. 

Article 17 - Administrative Provisions 

1. Any modification to the present contract, including Annex 1, shall be the subject of an additional 
clause in writing, concluded under the same conditions as the contract; no verbal agreement in 
this respect shall be binding on the contracting parties. 

2. All correspondence concerning the execution of this contract shall mention the reference code of 
the project and shall be sent to the following address: 

ECNC 
PO Box 90154 
5000 LG Tilburg 
The Netherlands 

2. 

3. 

The following persons are entitled to supervise the execution of this contract: 

For the Contractor: 

For the Beneficiary: 

Dr Lawrence Jones-Walters 

Dr Lubos Halada 

Article 18 - Annex 

This contract contains the following annex: 

• Annex 1: Project proposal 

Done in Tilburg, in two copies, on 18 April 2013 

for ECNC for Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak 
Academy of Science (ILE-SAS) 

Drs A/fc. Wolters 
Executive Director 

V 4 

Dr Zita Izakovicova 
Director 

f \ 

european f o r n a t u r e f o n w v . , t i 

P.O. Bo* 9 0 1 : Tilburg The Nemerlands 
tel. 'U: l u) 13 5 944 944 
fax: 0), ,0) 13 5 944 945 

bank account: 226 306 798 
F. van Laoschoffear;kiers N V. Etnrth—„ 
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